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GALICIA

Urban-rural typology in the EU

http://www.espon.eu



INSTITUTIONALIZED SPACE

1981 Statute of Autonomy of Galicia

GALICIA

2.794.796 inhabitants in 2009

94,1 inhab/km2

1.498 km of coastal length, 31% 
of mainland Spain

551.291 cows in 2007

www.ige.eu

www.ine.es



EMIGRATION

Main period: 1880-1930,  
specially to Latin America

GALICIA

To Europe in the 60s and 
70s

13% (350.000) of the 
Galician electoral roll

Emigrants’ farewell. 
A Coruña, 1956

Manuel Ferrol



EMIGRATION

GALICIA

Galician centres http://www.galiciaaberta.com/
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GALICIA

EUROPEAN INTEGRATION

State restructuring

The ‘new regionalism’ in Europe

Deas and Lord (2006)

Free movement of goods, capital, 
services and people



GALICIA

EUROPEAN INTEGRATION

State restructuring

Spatial Vision for the Atlantic Area

http://www.atlantique-2007-2013.org

Free movement of goods, capital, 
services and people



GLOBAL RELATIONS

EU legislation 

GALICIA

Mine closure

(future lake) 

Indonesian coal

import for

power station



FRAGMENTATION

Of property
Smallholdings

TERRITORY



FRAGMENTATION

Of property
Smallholdings

TERRITORY

Of interests
Lack of cooperation / 
coordination



DISPERSION

Parish as the traditional 
spatial unit

TERRITORY

http://earth.google.es/

3.997 parishes



DISPERSION

Parish as the traditional
spatial unit

TERRITORY

Dalda Escudero, J. L. et al. (2006), 
Cidade Difusa en Galicia, Santiago 
de Compostela: Xunta de Galicia. 

3.997 parishes



FRAGMENTATION + DISPERSION > MOBILITY

TERRITORY



TERRITORY

FRAGMENTATION + DISPERSION > MOBILITY

‘Thirty roads support the risk 
routes in weekends’ nights ‘,  

La Voz de Galicia, 29/03/2009



TERRITORY

UNBALANCED 
REGION

Atlantic Axis vs inland GaliciaAtlantic Axis vs inland Galicia

5 of 7 Galician cities

AP-9: main regional 
motorway

High speed rail (under 
construction)

Local population growth (1950-2007)
www.xunta.es



MAIN CITIES

TERRITORY

A CORUÑA

SANTIAGO DE 
COMPOSTELA

VIGO



A CORUÑA



SANTIAGO DE COMPOSTELA



SANTIAGO DE COMPOSTELA

http://www.cidadedacultura.org/



VIGO

http://www.panoramio.com/photo/10882728



The region has exclusive competences in 
spatial planning, urbanism and housing

PLANNING

spatial planning, urbanism and housing
(art. 27 Statute of Autonomy of Galicia)



COEXISTING RATIONALITIES

PLANNING



PLANNING

FEÍSMO (Ugliness)

Architectonic practices insensitive to the (visual) environment

• Non-finished buildings

• Coexistence of buildings with very different stories

• Mix of different materials (including modern & traditional ones)

• ...



FEÍSMO (Ugliness)

PLANNING

http://www.lavozdegalicia.es/
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FEÍSMO (Ugliness)

PLANNING



CONSTRUCTION OF A REGIONAL SPACE

PLANNING



COAST SPATIAL PLAN

PLANNING

CONTEXT

• Awareness of  the coastal 
environmental value

• Alarm with the construction boom

• Economic downturn impacting 
construction sector



OPPORTUNITIES

PLANNING

CHALLENGES

COAST SPATIAL PLAN

• Stable consensus on Galician 
(coastal) space

• Normalization of regional-local
government relations

• Vertical policy integration

• Hold the consensus in a 
constantly dynamic political context

• Agree with local authorities on 
land use issues

• Follow-up with the adaptation of 
local plans
































